CIRCULAR LETTER te 


FROM THE 


ELDERS, MINISTERS, & MESSENGERS, 


OF THE SEVERAL 
TIST CH 
OF THE 


WESTERN ASSOCIATION 5 
ASSEMBLED AT TAUNTON, 
. On May 27, 28, and 29, . 
1817: 


Maintaining the important Doctrines of three equal Persons in the 
Godhead; eternal and personal Election; original Sin; particular 


= 


Redemption; free Justification by the imputed Righteousness of | 
Christ; efficacious Grace in Regeneration; the final Perseverance | 
of true Saints; the Resurrection of the Dead; the future Judgment; | 
the eternal Happiness of the Righteous, and endless Misery of | 


the Impenitent; with the congregational Order of the Churches, _ 


inviolably 


TO THE SEVERAL CHURCHES THBY REPRESENT, OR FROM | 


WHICH THEY HAVE RECEIVED LETTERS, 


Grace be to you, and Peace, from God the Father, and from 


Jesus Christ our Lord. 


DEAR BRETHREN, | 
EVER mindful of your most important 


interests, we again beseech you to suffer the word of | 


exhortation. A firm persuasion, on your part, of the purity: 
of our motives, in these annual addresses to you, will, we 
hope, induce you to give a favourable reception to what we 
may say; looking not for novelty, but for what, with the 
Divine blessing, may be the means of helping you forward 


in the way.to heaven. 
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_ Mercies, in a rich variety, vouchsafed to us, call aloud 
ke fresh expressions of gratitude: but what, after all, is 
-omparable to the glorious gospel? A reflection on the 


retched condition of man, as depraved and guilty, and on 
‘is wonderful interposition in his bebalf, canvot but lead us 
exclaim, in the language of astonishment, “ What hath 
God wrought!” We'here see 2 moral perfections of the 

eity magnified,—the designs of Satan defeated,—the in- 
teresis of society promoted,—and multitudes of miserable 


transgressors rescued from eterdal ruin, and brought to 


~ 


Heaven. ‘To us is the word of this salvation sent. On us 
hath this light arisen, and shone with resplendent lustre. 

- Since we last met in Association) another year has revolved: 
and, whatever may have been our difficulties and trials in the 
course of it, we are yet favoured with the means of grace; 
We sit under our vines and our fig-trees, none daring to make 
us afraid; and we have the greatest reason for thankfulness, 


that our blessed Mediator has always stood ready to present 


Our petitions in the court of heaven, more especially for more 
i Se supplies which our circumstances required. We are 
happy to inform you, that, though the letters from some of 
our churches may have afforded sad cause for commiseration, 
the tidings have been, in the general, to such who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ, as “ coli water to a thirsty soul.” 

You will give us credit, dear brethren, when we tell you 
how desirous we now are of. saying such things to you as may 
prove useful to your immortal souls. Permit us then to 
remind you, that im the gospel, the source of all our comfort, 


you have truths or doctrines that are most important. You here 


likewise-behold theiy happy effects on the heart, exemplified 
in the conduct of not a few eminent characters, who, under 
the influences of the Spint, have had their “ fruit unto holiness: 
aud the end, everlasting life.” You see then, we trust, the 
great impropriety, and indeed the very dangerous consequences, 
of all attempts to put asunder what God hath joined together. 
Hastily to catch up and retail only a little of what any one has 
uttered in conversation, while the scope and tenor of what he 
has been saying is disregarded, is by no means right, and may, 
in some cases, prove very mjyrious., Let us then remember, 
that the gospelis one beautiful whole. Far from confining 
ourselves therefore to detached parts, we should aim at a 
comprehensive view of that great, that glorious. object, which 


_is|the wonder both of men and angels. Solicitous for your 


best interests, we much wish you to feel the force of what we 


now suggest. . Our letter to you then has respect to the great 


i 
/ 
‘ 
¢) 
4 | 
+ 
t 
4 
5 
a 
+ 
af 
4 
ee, 
‘ 
5 
\ 
a 
‘ 
x 
» 
| 
. 
~ 
5 
» 


3 


doctrines, or truths, of the pospel, —to their influence on your 
hearts, or Christian experience,—and likewise to the practical 
effects, which, when you enter into the spint of them, they | 
will infallibly produce in your lives and conversations. 
As to these doctrines, or truths then, as they are so often 
insisted on by your ministers, a particular enumeration of them 
were superfluous; but it gives us pleasure to observe, that, 
however they es be disregarded, and even despised, by a 
vain world, they are by you acknowledged, and held sacred. 
Yes: and you have, we trust, been led by an unerring teacher 
into such an acquaintance with them, as shall prove of the 
| greatest use to you. You will, notwithstanding, give a patient _- 
| hearing to a few admonitions respecting them, as they are 
dictated, we hope, by a real concern for your present and 
eternal welfare; remembering at the same time, that, should 
our advice be the less appropriate to the circumstances and 
situations of some, it may be better adapted to those of 
others. 

We would then by no means have any of you to rest 
| satisfied without some acquaintance with the evidence of 
those things which you profess so highly to esteem and value. 
| Whoever builds a house, should look well to the foundation. 
| This is of no small consequence. We must first prove all 


things, and then hold fast that which is good. “ Be ready 

always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason 

of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.” We may 

add too, that our blessed Lord himself declares, for our 
encouragement, that if any man would do his will, he should 

know of the doctrine, whether it were of God, or ‘whethes he 
spake of himself. It is very clear then, that when any. one 
comes to his Bible, not in a captious, censorious spirit, but 
with a longing desire of information as to matters of the 
greatest importance, he shall not be permitted, though but a 
wayfaring man, or a fool, essentially to err. 

We may likewise add, that we feel not a little anxious that 

you should improve in your acquaintance with Divine truths. 
Increase in the knowledge of God. Religion is a progressive 
‘business. ‘There are babes, and theré are young men, and 
there are fathers in Christ. We must grow in grace. Every 
Christian should covet not only the confirmation of gracious 
dispositions, but that he may have yet more light as to the 
great doctrines of the gospel. ‘This, no doubt, you will 
readily admit. ‘They who continue in the word of Christ, and 
they only, are his disciples indeed. 
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_kind is needed, ‘ Beware of all by-paths.’ 
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Again, We would have you to be very jealous, lest you 
should any how, by the cunning artifices of those who lie in 
wait to deceive, be deprived of what you profess so much to 
prize. ‘To catch away that which 1s sown in the heart, has 
ever been the endeavour of the wicked one; nor are his 
emissaries at all backward to aid him in so detestable a work. 
Be always then alive to your danger. He who 1s carrying” 
with him, through a foreign land, a large and rich quantity of 
jewels, will look with an almost suspicious eye on every 
traveller he meets, and will feel an uncommon anxiety, lest, 
through any hapless, unforeseen circumstance, he should lose 
hig treasure. “ Buy the truth, and sell it not.” Retain it, as 
Naboth his vineyard. ‘“ Beware lest any man spoil you 
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Christ.” | 
And as we would wish you on no account to part with what 
is $0 very valuable, you must permit us likewise to caution 
you against that sad perversion of divine truths, to which some 
are but tuo prone. Wilfully to misrepresent any writer, is_ 
“both disingenuous and mean. By wresting and torturing the 
expressions of the holiest man, we may make him counte- 
nance what is most abhorrent to his feelings. But how much 
more is it like him who, by his wily art, scrupled not to attack 
the most perfect of all characters, thus to deal with the Book 
of Godt We do well to remember, that the promotion of 
internal purity is, and cannot but be, one great end for which 
the Bible was put into our hands. Love impels us to say, 
dear brethren, though with a tremulous voice, lest we should 
by any be supposed to imply a censure where nothing of the 
Take heed, for 
lustance, as you have heretofore been entreated, how you 
deny that the law ef God is a rule of life or conduct to the 
believer. ‘To do so, is to contradict the Saviour himself. 
“ For verily,” declares the lip of truth) “1 say unto you, Till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle; hall in no 
wise pass from the law, tll all be fulfilled.” It is not at all 
pleasing or decorous for any, under the pretext of extolling 
the free grace of God, hastily to denominate their ministers 


Jegal | preachers, unless they mean by it, that they preach as 
they ought to preach. And we hope too, that we need not 


caution any of you against those assertions, which, however 
they may be niade to consist with truth, if taken in a qualified 
seuse, ure most easily misunderstood, so as to encourage 
that which is unbecoming the character of a Christian. 
For instance, to affirm, without further explanation, that the 
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‘guilty. No character is more truly excellent than that of an 


one who has an appetite for the Word: he receives, he digests 
the Word; and hence he derives that nutriment which 1s 


Supreme Being sees no sin in his people, is by no means the 
likeliest way to promote that “holiness, without which no man 
shall see the Lord.” Dread then the very thought of per- | 
verting the oracles of God. Ever prize the unadulterated, 
the unmingled “ milk of the word.” 3 

But while you should thus hold the truth, you must not 
forget, that itis to be held in love. You are to remember, 
that your brother may be a good man, though he may not 
choose to express himself on every point justas youdo. An | 
angry, Censorious spirit is most opposite to the tenor of the 
gospel. “ Let all your things,” says the Apostle, “ be done 


with charity.” ‘ Charity (or love) hopeth all things.” We 


‘must love, first the truth, and then peace. We are to speak 


the truth, but in love. ‘The use of harsh and uncharitable 
language will be far, very far indeed, from affording a pre- 
sumptive evidence in favour of what we maintain. 

We wish you likewise to consider, that there are not a few, 
whose religion rests only in their heads. Of their own pene- 


tration and sagacity they have no mean idea. Be not, 


however, deceived; for God is not mocked. ‘There is much 
reason to fear, that some, who once thought themselves adepts 
in theological controversies, will be hereafter not a little dis- 
appointed, when it shall be said to them, “ I never knew you.” 
See to it then, dear brethren, that you have the root of the 
matter in you. “It is a good thing that the -heart be 
established with grace.” What shall we say of him who can 
fluently expatiate.on the discriminating truths of the gospel, 
appearing, in every company, their most zealous advocate, 
whilst at the same time he is wholly destitute of that sweet 
savour of religion, which is always the refreshment of the 
godly? 

And this leads us to observe, that it has ever been the design _ 
of God to effect a revolution in the souls of the depraved and 


experienced Christian; and we are happy in now addressing 
some, yea, many, of this description. A thorough acquaint- 
ance with religion is, as you have often been told, indispensably 
‘hecessary to constitute a disciple of Christ. Light in the head 
will never do alone. Our various powers and passions must 
be all imbued with the grace of God. The true believer is 


essential to soul-prosperity. Of the water of life he drinks; 
this water he enjoys, and thus does he prove its intrinsic 
worth, 
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What we are now asserting is very apparent, both from the - 


Old and New Testament. Passages without number are well 
adapted to impress our minds wjth the most! important truth. 
Hence we rea¢ of God taking ‘away the heart of stone, and 
giving a heart of flesh; and are told, that with the heart man 


believeth unto righteousne ss. We read too of the exceeding 


greatuess of his power to us ward who believe, according to 
the working of his mighty power; and of tasting that the Lord 
1s a Nothing indeed is more evident, from the whole 


tenor of revelativn, than that whoever is void of the religion - 


of the heart, is as yet, notwithstanding all his pretensions, “ in 


the gall of bitermess, and in the bond of iniquity.” 

We find likewise, that the most distinguished characters in 
Sacred Wnt were such who had made an entire surrender of 
themselves to the Lord. Who, for instance, that peruses the 
Psalms of David, but must see how his whole soul was 
engaged in the things of God? Nor can we here omit to 
notice the great Apostle of the Gentiles. That St. Paul was 
a Christian of the first rank, none will deny. His intimate 
acquaintance with the great conflict between the flesh and the 
spirit is abundantly apparent from his most admirable Epistle 
to the Romans. But we may descend, brethren, to these 


Tater ages, and remind you of not a few, whose praises are In 


all the churches. It was an inward experience of the power 
of divine grace, and a sense of that love, “ which passeth 


Knowledge,” that could alone impel them to those exertions in 


the best of all causes, which will immortalize their names 
among the followers of Jesus. Nothing short of a heart-felt 
acquaintance with the blessed Redeemer could have enabled 
some, though now dead, still to speak to us by their invaluable 


_wnitngs. Nor was 1, you will think, a less powerful cause, 
_ that could induce a Carey, and others, of whom the world 


is not worthy, to quit their native shores, to brave the terrors 
of the ocean, and to sail to the coasts of India. 


Then will I tell to sinners round, 
What a dear Saviour I have found. 


| Abd now, with respect to our gencral temper and conduct, 


much indeed do we wish, that you, dear brethren, may, as _ 


nearly as possible, resemble Him, whose adorable, whose — 


lovely name is so very grateful to your ears. Yes: we cannot — 
but be desirous: that the sweet savour of the gospel of Jesus — 
might, if we may so speak, diffuse itself through all the — 
diversified situations you occupy, and the various relations © 
you sustain in ate. T he religion | we profess must be practical 
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religion, or - it will do us little good. As it is the gracious 
| purpose of God to bring all his people to clory, it is likewise 
his will that they should go thither in the way of holiness. 
The power of godliness operating within must appear in the - 
life. Where the seeds of divine grace are really sown, they 
will spring up. Be it then your great concern to adorn the 
| doctrine of God your Saviour in all things. How delightful 
| the fruits, when the heart is thoroughly impregnated with the 
truths of revelation! We must not forget, that we are created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works. ‘They are not mere words — 
of course, when we say, “ Whatsoever things are true, what- 


| _ soever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 


things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things.” | 
Be very diligent in cultivating holy dispesitions, and very | 
he anxious to conduct yourselves aright in the eyes of all around _ 
you. Onno account, neglect the great duty of prayer, nor 
ever rest in a mere form. Declensions in religion, it has been : 
justly observed, begin at the closet-door. Not only pray, but | _ | 
watch: such is your Master’s will; “ Watch ye, and pray, lest a 
ye enter into temptation.” ‘The enemies of the Christian are — | 
numerous, powerful, crafty, and malicious. Dhiligently, there-_ 
fore, must he mark all their movements, and prepare for the 
encounter. Often think on the words of the judicious Owen: 
“ He that hath slight thoughts of sin, never had great thoughts 
of God.” And again, “ Internal conformity unto the habitual 
grace and holiness of Christ, is the fundamental design of a 
Christian-life.” ‘Take heed how you lose sight of your Bibles. 
Let it be your custom attentively to peruse them, “ O how 
love [thy law!” said the Psalmist, “ it is my, meditation all the 
day.” é Search the Scriptures,” said a far greater character, 
“for in them ye think ye have eternal life; and they are they 
which testify of me.” If you are really growing in grace, 
your love to that blessed Word, which, thanks be to God! at 
the present eventful period, so many account it their highest 
honour to propagate, cannot but increase. Permit us likewise 
most earnestly to exhort you to keep your places in the house 
of God: ‘ not forsaking,” says the Apostle, “ the assembling of 
yourselves together, as the manner of some is.” Make con- 
science of being present, at the table of the Lord; for here 
it is that you have objects held up to your view, that are most 
of all calculated, with the Divine blessing, to animate you in 
your Christian course. You may, on these occasions, more 
cuperatly hope to derive, by faith in Jesus, your adorable 
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head, those supplies of grace which are essential to soul- 
rosperity. “Love, as brethren.” Be patient in tribulation. 
To a word, “ Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord; forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour shall not be in vain in the Lord.” } 
And now, were any arguments needful to engage your 
attention to these things, much might be said. While, how-_ 
ever, we would avoid prolixity, you must permit us to remind 
you of the honour and glory of God; a conscientious respect 
to which will, we trust, influence you most seriously to regard 
what we have now suggested. Not that we can by any means 
add to the essential glory of God ;—nothing more impossible. 
But still there is a sense in which we may and ought to glorify 


him; that is, by'using every endeavour to promote what we: 
_ may call his manifestative glory. ‘“ Let such as love thy 


_ salvation say continually, The Lord be magnified.” Now we 


_ do this, when we diligently cultivate such dispositions and 
_ tempers, and so demean ourselves in the world as best accords 


with the nature of that grand and astonishing discovery which 
he has made of himself to us in his blessed Word; in order 
that others around us may become nightly affected towards 
him. When it is so with us, we glorify God: and this we 
most earnestly wish you to do. A man may, as none will 
deny, judiciously defend those great and leading truths 
which characterize the religion of Christ, whilst, at the same 
time, instead of honouring the blessed God, he dishonours 
him; as he affords too sad proof that they have no proper 
influence on his temper and behaviour. He opposes, by the 
general course of his life, what is the manifest tendency ef 
those doctrines he is so anxious to propagate. ‘There are 
many too, who talk much of their revelations of Christ, and 


_of their rich experiences of his love and grace, when neither 


their knowledge of the things of God, nor their advances in 


holiness, are at all conspicuous. Of these then, as well as of 
those who, independent of other considerations, value them- 
selves only upon the correctness of their external conduct, we 


can never say that they glorify God. No: itis, alas, but too 


evident, that they most sadly dishonour him. Even a poor 


man, who, through grace, has attained to some understanding 
of spiritual things, in whom sweet humility predon.inates, 
who js cast into the very mould of the gospel, and the whole 
of whose life exemplifies its sacred tendency, reflects an 
muimitable glory around him. Who but must exclaim, “ This 
as the Lord’s doing!” Consider then what we say; fulfil the 


desires of our hearts; realize our most sanguine hopes; thus 
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habitually aim at the honour of Jehovah. What object more 
worthy your ardent, your intense pursuit? Rest then in 
nothing short of an experimental and practical acquaintance 
with religion. 

In proportion too, as you enter into the spirit of what we. 
now inculcate, will the interest of society be promoted; which, 
as we all know, is of no small importance. Nothing so 
effectually subverts the kingdom of Satan, and insures the 
happiness of man in his social capacity, as the religion of 
Jesus, when its nature is rightly understood, and its benign - 
influences felt. ‘Then, and not till then, will every evil work 
cease, and the desert “rejoice and blossom as the rose.” 
When men, by the healthful doctrine of the cross, are made 
wise, and holy, and happy, you then behold a far more 
desirable transition, than that from a rude state of barbarism 
to civilization. You then see them emerging from that _ 
spiritual torpor and death, which, without the love of the | 
Saviour, is alike common to the savage and the sage. It is 
this love, brethren, which, when shed abroad in the heart by 
the Holy Ghost, will most sweetly and powerfully impel us to 
those duties which cannot but prove universally beneficial, 
How much to be coveted is the communication of that light, 
which is necessary to show us what we should shun, and what 
we should practise! From the gospel we learn that they, and 
they only, are blessed, whose wills are absorbed in the will of 
God, and who, trusting alone in the grace that bringeth 
salvation, feel a divine complacency while coutributing, ac- 
cording to their abilities, to the real welfare of all around, 
Mere empty speculations are of little avail as to this great 
object, for which the Bible was given; nor can it ever be 
attained by those who work themselves up to a persuasion 
that they are converted characters, whilst their tempers and 
conduct are glaringly inconsistent with the Christian name. 
‘The religion of Jesus is, in its tendency, productive of general 
happiness. ‘The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekuess, temperance. | 
The wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, without hypocrisy. ‘That it was the 
design of Jehovah, by this grand revelation of himself to us, 
not only to rescue a large proportion of the buman race from 
eternal misery, but to enable them the better to fill up the 
stations they should occupy in life, is most evident. Yes: it 
was to make better husbands, better wives, better parents, 
better children, better masters, and better servants. And thus 
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_*doed the gospel of Jesus Christ, in’ its operation, far miore 


effectually than any thing else, secure the felicity of mankind. 
This, we may boldly assert, when rightly understood and 
¢ordially embraced, it has actually done, as well in remote 


_flumes, as in our own highly-favoured island; and this it is 
- now effecting, both at home and abroad. 


Lions and beasts of savage name, 

Put on the nature of the lamb. 

Attend then seriously to what we say. Think, and think 
often, of the vast importance of such a comprehensive view 
of that system, which we cannot but consider it as our un- 
speekable honour to propagate. Never be satisfied with mere 
emp y specuiations. As you value the real welfare of society, 
gest in noluing short of an experimental and practical know- 
ledge of the religion of Jesus. | . 
{ ‘But we wish you, dear brethren, thus to esteem and prize 
the truths of reyelation, thus to seek an heart-felt acquaint- 
ance with them, and thus to exemplify their happy tendency 


+ your lives, as we well know how much your most important 


‘nterests, as individuals, are involved in this great business. 
leterest is a most powerful mofive, and will stimulate to the 


greatest exertions. ‘Think then of the inconceivable blessed- 


ness of him who thus enters into the spirit of the gospel: 


sot only does he become instrumental in glorifying God, and 


essentially benefiting his fellow creatures, but he escapes the 
dreadful doom of all those who are strangers to these things. 
Even now too does he partake of those rich personal enjoy- 
ments which nothing but the religion of Jesus can afford; 
and prospects the most delightful and transporting are opening 
to him beyond the grave. ‘Thrice happy man! ‘To such we 


‘may say, with Paul, “ But God be thanked that ye were the 


servanis of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form 


of doctsune which was delivered) you. Being then made free 


from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.” Much 


_ dorperned, especially for the welfare of those believers to 


whim his Epistle is more immediately inscribed, you here 


find bim expressing his gratitude to God, on their behalf, that, 
_ Whereas they were once in a bondage the most degrading, a 


change had been effected in them the most salutary. Highly 


_ Ipteresting truths had been presented te tueir view; and by 


sovereign grace they had been enabled to receive them. 
‘These truths they obeyed from the heart, being cast as it were 


into the mould of the gospel; and thus emerging from the 


miserabic Sassalage of sin and Satan, they became the willing 


servants of righteousness. Nor is it easy to conceive the 
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pleasure which all this afforded to that man of God, who so 


earnestly desired the salvation of his fellow-treatures. Thank-~ 
fulness on their account is most of all die, who receive the | 


Word of God, not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, 
the Word of God, which effectually works im them that 
believe. 

But you wll permit me, before we close, for a moment to 
direct your attention to a Christian community in primitive 
times, who afforded unspeakable satisfaction to those eminent 
men who so zealously sought their present, their everlasting 
welfare. That the gospel did not come to them in word 


only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in 


much assurance, was certain. ‘The work of faith, the 
labour of love, and the ypatience of hope in our Lord 


Jesus Christ, they well knew. Their election of God'is 


indubitable: for lo, they turn from their idols to his 
service; they are followers of the Apostle; they are followers 
of the Lord; they are examples to other believers. The 
sweet savour of Christ they diffuse around them, and their 
attachment to the noblest of all causes is umform and steady. 


In a word, they are waiting in the animating hope of the) 


completion of their salvation, in the second appearance of him 


whom their souls love. Such was the church in the famous 
city of Thessalonica, a city, as history informs us, proves 
and beautified by Philip of Macedon, but how much more 
so by the salubrious doctrine of Jesus of Nazareth, the day 
shall declare. ‘Such, in their measure, were other churches 
in apostolic ties; not to mention some of those Christian 


societies, which, in these later ages, have, by their rege 


piety refreshed the minds of their ministers. Such may all 
the churches in this Association be, whether they assemble 
_ 10 cities, in towns, or in villages; and, to this important end, 
_“ May the God of peace, that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will, working in you that which is 
well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory for ever and ever.”» Amen. 


Signed, in behaly of the Association at Taunton, May 29. 
W. WINTERBOTHAM, Moperaror. 
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BIREVIATES, 
| | | | 
| ‘Taunton, May 27. 


Fi ‘Tucsde Evening, vi. Brother HoLLOWAY prayed, and 
Brother PAGE of Bristol, preached from Luke xxiii. 39—43. 


“the benefit of the widows and orphans of ministers held their 
Afternoon, ii}. Brother Tyso prayed; Brother WINTER- 
H C., _BOTHAM was chosen Moderator; the preliminaries and letters 
I; from the churches were read, and Brother G1ILEs concluded 
prayer. 
\ Evening, vii. Brother NicHoLson of Kingsbridge prayed; 
Brother. SAFFERY preached from 1 Cor. ix. 12. Brother 
SINGLETON of Tiverton concluded. After the public service, 


_ four or five letters were read to the Ministers and Messengers, 


which had been deferred in the morning. 
Resolved—That the Association earnestly recommend the 
| urgent case of the church at Newport, in the Isle of Wight, 
Brier. - and hope that our Brother FRAN«Ks will be encouraged in his 
applications on it’s behalf. | 

. Thursday Morning, vi. Brethren CHANDLER, Toms, 
FRANKS, BULGIN, and HuMPHREy of Collumpton, engaged 


i . in prayer. The Ministers and Messengers then received and 
i _ distributed the Collections {for the Fund amounting to 
— ee £176. 2s. 9d}. and received £19. 7s. 8d. for Letters; with 


Subscriptions from most of the churches toward the expense 
of the Association, | | Va 

, N.B. All the churches are desired to be mindful of the 
Fund next year, and it is expected they will not neglect to 
send each of them a small sum for necessary expenses also. 

-  x$. ‘Our Independent Brethren kindly granted us the use 
of their large place of worship for the following services:— 

Brother PoRTER began in prayer, and Brother WINTER- 
BOTHAM preached from 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. Brother STENNETT 
read the General Letter, and Brother KILPIN concluded in 

_ prayer. Met for business in the Vestry, when letters were 

read from St. Austle, and Salt Ash, the churches at which 
places were received into the Associations. 


iii, Brother CHERRY prayed, and Brother SAUNDERS 


5 cea. assistant to his father, the minister of the place, concluded 
gn prayer. 


Wednesday Morning, xi. The members of the Society for 


preached from Psalm xix. 12. Mr. RopeErRtT Tozer, who is: 
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Stayed for business, when the General Letter was approved 
and signed by the Moderator. Application was made from 
churches newly formed, at Honiton, Crediton, and Perriton in 
the parish of Minehead. ‘The Association rejoice in the 
prospect of success at each of these places, but deferred 
receiving the churches into the Association till next year. 

Evening, vi. Brother Davis prayed; Brother RoBERTS 
preached from Heb. xi. 24—27. Brother Ryland concluded 
in prayer. | 

After the public service, met in the Vestry. 

Agreed to hold the next Association at Shortwood; Brethren 
RYLAND and DAvis to preach; in case of failure, Brethren 
PAGE and SAFFERY. 

Brother WILcox to draw up the General. Letter. 

The Moderator concluded with prayer. 


r 


STATE OF 


THE CHURCHES 


SINCE 


THE LAST ASSOCIATION. 


INCREASE. DECREASE. 
Received by Letter...e. 33 Dismissed lee 
Restored eseccee 10 Excluded. 85 

550 | 305 
Clear Increase. 240. 


The number of members in the seventy-four associated 
ehurches, is about 7145. 


4 
|_| 
| 
| 


OF THE CHURCHES 


BELONGING TO 


THE WESTERN ASSOCIATION. 


@ — 


CORNWALL. 
CHURCHES. MINISTERS, 
| Helstoneé ee JOS. Lane 


| 4 Truro Downes, 


DEVONSHIRE. 


Bampton William Dore, 

10 Collumpton Robert Humphrey. 

12 Eveter Samuel Kilpin. 

(16 Plymouth Dock, Square. Richard Davis. 
Plymouth Dock, Pem. Wilcox. 

(18 Prescott sees Benjamin Thomas. 

20 | Tiverton Singleton. 
4 | Upottcry eres Vincent. 


DORSETSHIRE. 


Loughwood Richard Gill. 


HAMPSHIRE. 


| 97 Forton eeeeee Tilly. 
| 28 Docker ly). Wiliam Early. 
29 William Giles. 
30 Newport, Isle of Wight Franks. 


33 Wellow, Isle of Wight Willian Read, 
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CHURCHES. 


34 


15 


WILTSHIRE. 
MINISTERS. 
Seymour. 


Bradford. ds) 


30 Bratton eee ehobert Edminson. 


36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
49 


46. 


47 
48 
49 
20 
ol 
o4 
56 


58 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 


68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 


Calne Joseph Stennett. 
Crockerton. Joseph Thresher, 
Grittleton ee e008 Moseley. 
Ma!mesbury. | homas Martin. 
Penknap eevee George Phillips. 
Salisbury Safiery. 
Shrewton eevee Ws Roberts. 
Warminster Mitchel. 


SOMERSETSHIRE. 


Bath. P. Porter. 

Bristol, Broadmead .......+++++J. Ryland, H. Page. 
Bristol, Counterslip Holloway. 

Bristol, King-street Thomas Roberts. 

Hatch Fry. 

Hanham and Keynsham. Ayres, 
Horsington Cox. 

Isle We Humphrey. 
Paulton Joseph Dear. 
Stokegomer 
Street iii, T. Burnett. 
Tyso. 
Wedmore Chandler. 
Wellington. eee Cherry. 

Yeovil «hed tite, lately deceased. 


Winter. 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


Chalford ovames Deane. 
King’ § Stanley Williams. 
Sodbury Lele clea Horlick. 


Wootton-under-Edge. Griffiths. 


5 
x 
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NECESSITOUS WIDOWS AND 


WESTERN SOCIETY, 


+ FOR THE RELIEF OF 


OF 


MINISTERS OF THAT DENOMINATION. 


OPTE SMITH, Esq. Bath ; 
Mr. JOSEPH WHITTUCK, Bristol ; 


Mr. JOSEPH 


Trustees, 


Mr. RICHARD HORSEY, Taunton; . 
Mr. MOSES SAVERY, Bovey-Tracey, 


Creagurer, — 


ASH, Bristol. 


Secretary, 


Stew 


Rev. JOHN SHOVELLER, Poole; ss, 
Rev. WILLIAM BULGIN, Poole; 
Rev. ISATAH BIRT, Birmingham ; 
Rev. R. DAVIS, Plymouth Doek ; 

Rev. GEORGE GIBBS, Plymouth ; 

Rev. J. NICHOLSON, Kingsbridge ; 
Rev. R. HUMPHREY, Cullumpton; | 
Rev. JOSEPH LEE’ SPRAGUE, Bovey ; 
Rev. JOHN CHERRY, Wellington; 
Rev. SAMURL SAUNDERS, Frome; 
Rev. WILLIAM MURCH, Frome; 


Mr, JOHN DANITELL, Bristol. 


ards, 


Rev. JOHN P. PORTER, Bath; | 
Rev. JOHN SAFFERY, Salisbury; | 
Rev. THOMAS WARD, Melksham; 
EDWARD PHILLIPS, Esq. Melksham; 
Rev. W. WINTERBOTHAM, Horsley; 
CULVERWELL, Exeter; | 
Rev. DANIEL WHITE, Cirencester ; 
Rev. THOMAS BURCHELL, Tetbury; 
Rev. DANIEL MIALL, Portsea; | 
Mr. WILLIAM ELLIS, Portsea; 
Rev. RICHARD OWERS, Southampton; 


Rev, THOMAS ROBERTS, Bristol; | 


Mr. W. DUNN, Trowbridge ; | 


_ By any of whom, Annual Subscriptions and the smallest Donations will be thankfully 
received, and applied to the purposes of this Institution. | 


TENTH ANNUAL MEETING, 


Taunton, May 28th, 1817, 


Rev. RICHARD HORSEY In THE CHAIR. 


The Secretary reported, that during the past year the list of Annual Subscribers has 
been increased, by the addition of ninectec Names besides four Life Subseribers 


Only two Widows divided the portion of th 
to each of whom was paid the sum of ¥ 18. 


e Soeiety’s income allotted for distribution, 
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As the property now realized by the Society amounts to £1600. sterling, agreeably 
Rule V. half the Society’s income is to be appropriated to the use of the claimants ; 
»o sum therefore to be divided this yearis #72. Os. 6d. 

[tis matter of regret, that only one public Collection has been received during 
jst year ; namely, from the church at Paulton. 


| 


_ The greatest part of the new Subscriptions were obtained by the exertions of Mr, - 


‘hoveller, who acoey recommends more vigorous efforts to excite the liberality 


‘ae public. It is difficult to conceive of any persons who have a stronger claim on 
‘ye benevolence of Christians than the widows and the fatherless; particularly waa 
‘shose husbands and fathers have spent their lives in seeking to promote the etern: 


selfare of men, and the glory of the Redeemer’s kingdom: would each of our churche: 
‘oatribute but a small sum annually towards this institution, how many anxieties woul 

ame of their ministers be spared, when, anticipating the hour of their departure, the 
yok on families without any earthly provision. We earnestly hope that our riche 
yethren and our Congregations in general will take the subject into consideration, ant 
jat our Report next year will bear witness to the alacrity with which they have com 
jrward in this labour of love. | 

The Treasurer’s account was audited, and Subscriptions received for the ensui 


7. Resolved—That the sum of Jt 72. Os. 6d. being half the annual income, be divided 


qually between Widows Taylor, Bishop, Rowe, Price,and Mathews, 


_. Resolved —That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Bev. John Shoveller, for 


is very kind services to promote the interest of this Society, and that he be requested 
continue them the ensuing year. 


| Resolved—That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Treasurer and Secretary, | 
jor their gratuitous services, and that they be requested to continue them the ensuing 


rear’. 

Resolved—That this Meeting exceedingly regrets the little interest discovered for 
archurches in the promotion of an object so desirable as the making provision by 
le widows and orphans of ministers. It is therefore earnestly recommended to ail 
lr ministers and churches, to make a public Collection, and remit the amount before. 
lady Day, 1818, to Mr. Shoveller, who is requested to superintend this business, an 
ibtain as many Donations and Annual Subscriptions as possible. 


The next Annual Meeting of the Society is intended to be held at Horsley, on 


, Wednesday in the Whitsun Week, 181 §, at Ten o’Clock in the Forenoon, 


Any person wishing to obtain copies of the Rules of this Society, may obtain them 
application to the Secretary, Mr. Joun DANIELL, Clare Street, or Mr. Joseru 
Ast, Treasurer, Union Street, Bristol. 


ACCOUNT OF 


RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS. 


Dr, Te Meeting, 1816, to Annual Mecting, 1817. Cy. 
To Balance from last Account. 159 & By Widow Taylor.......... 18 12/6 
Amount of old Subscriptions... 47 15 6 ) Widow Bishop...........-+ 18 12 +6 
Amount of new ditto......... - 18 2 O{ . Paid for Printing........., . 45 0 
Amount of arrears received.... 717 6 Travelling Expenses....... » 51716 
Amount of Life Subscriptions.. 42 0 0 Purchase of £ 500. Stock....184 8 6 
Collection at Paulton...... see. 2 O ©} | Expense of Journey to Bath 0 14 @ 

mount of Donations.......... Postage, Carriage, Commis- 
Half year’s dividend on £2200. | ' sion on Dividends, &c.&c. 9 8 O 
3 per cent. Stock............ 33 0 0 Balance in hand,,..... 9 O 
Ditto Ditto on £2500.......... 37 10 0 

£.358 7 0 7 
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The following Ministers and Subscribers, in consequence of their having contributed 
Ten Guineas or up Wards at‘one payment, are MEMBERS of this Society for LIF, 
agreeably to Rule IT. 


A | Rev. Wm. Mursell, Lymington... 10 40 
Anstie, B. W. isa. Devizes..... 20 0 O| Rev. John Miell, Winbourn,.... 10 10 
Rev. Thomas Ayers, Keynsham.. 10 10 0|‘Rev. William 10 10 
B Rev Daniel Miall, Portsea..... 10 10 
Rev. William Bulgin, Poole..... 10 10 0! J. Mears, Esq. Frome......... 10 10 
Rey. James Barnett, London.... 10 10° 0) Rev. P. M‘Farlane, Trowbridge. - 10 10 

| 

0 


Rev. I. Birt, Plymouth Dock.... 11 11 
, Mr. James Batten, jun. Ditto.. 10 10 Rev. J. Nichoison, Kingsbridge... 11 11 
~~ Mr. Thomas Bliss, London...... 10 10 0 O | 
Rev. R. Owers, Southampton. ... 10 10 
Rev. T. Claypole, Hooknorton... 10 10 0 al | | 
Rev. Wm. Clift, C hapmdnslade.. . . 1010 0O|Mr. William Penny, Salisbury... 10 10 
Rev. Jos.. Clift, North Bradley... 10 10 0} Rev. G, Phillips, Westbury Leigh 10 10 
Rev. John Clare, Downton. ae 10 0} Rev. J, Bata)... 10 10 
Miss Chapman, Lyme...'........1010 © Rev. Henry Page, Bristol.......10 10 
| R | 
Rev. Ebenezer Daniell, Luton.. 10 10 O | Rev. Thomas Roberts, Bristol.. 10 10 
Rev. Joseph Dawson, Staynes... 10 10 0 | Rev. Dr. Ryland, Bristol...... 10 10 
, Rev. Joseph Dear, Chelwood.... 10 10 0 | Mr. Edward Ransford, Bristol. . 10 10 
Rey. R. Davis, Plymouth Dock.. 10 10 0 S | 
Kev. J. Dyer, Reading......... 10 10 0 | Rev. John Saffery, Salishury.... 10 10 
| Mr. E. Daniell, Bristol... .. 1010 Rev. Thomas Smith, Bath...... 10 10 
a Rev. J. T. Dobney, Wallingford 10 10 0) Rev. Richard Scott, Lyme...... 10 10 
b E Rev. Joseph L. Sprague, Bovey 10 10 
Mr. Smith, Sadisbury ........... 10 10 
Rev. John Shoveller, Poole...... 10 10 
Mr. M, Savery, Borey Tracey.... 20 0 
Rev. S. Saunders, Hrome..... 10 10 
Opie Smith, sq. Buth........ - 10 19 
J. Shepperd, Esq. Frome.....++ 10 10 
W. Stancomb, T) owbridge....... 10 10 
Rev. J. Singleton, Tiverton ...., 10 10 
S. Salter, Trowbridge........... 10 10 
| 
Rev, H. Hawkins, Eastcombes... 10 10 0)| Rev. D. Trotman, Tewksbury.... 10 10 
Rey. John Hinton, Bradford.... 10 10 01! Rev. John Toms, Chard....... . 10 10 
Rev. R. Humphrey, Cudiumpton 10 10 0! Rev. Joseph Tyso, Watchett.... 10 10 
- Mr. Holmes, Bristol........... 10 10 0. Rev. Thomas Tilley, Forton..... 10 10 
Rev. J. Headden, South Sea, | Mr. A. Tozer, Bristol.......... 10 a 


Mr. James Evill, Bath......... 10 10 
Mr. James Edwards, Lyme..... 10 10 
Mr. William Ellis, Portsea...... 10 10 
Kev. R. Edminson, Bratton..... 10 10 
Rev. W. Earley, rer -+++ 10 10 


Rev. Wm. Gray, Chipping Norton 10 10 
Rev, Benj. Godwin, Dartmouth 10 10 
John Goodeve, Esq. 10 10 


oc > 


oo cco 


J "5, Whitchurch Esq. Salisbury... 10 1 
Mr. Joseph Jellyman, Dorwenton.. 10 10 0 S. Whitchurch, Esq. Salisbury... 10 10 
Richard Jewers, Esq. Portsea... 10 10 0) Rev. W. Winterbotham, Horsley 10 10 
Rev. Thomas W ard, Melksham., 10 1 
Rev. Joseph Lane, Helstone. -+-- 1010 0 Rev. Daniel White, Cirencester . . 101 
J. W hittuck, Bristol....... 10 


oc 


Mr. Thomas Marsh, Salisbury... 10 10 0|Miss E. W ickenden, Lymington 10 1 


| 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS. | 


Brittain R. Frome......... eet 
Atwater Thomas, Nunton.........1 0| Barling Aaron, Rumsey....... 0 
Allen Francis, Frome........... 1 0} Bunn Mrs. Frome|. 
0 


Angell the Misses, Bristol....... 1 Bliss Edward, Pensile House..... 
B Barnard Edward, Nailsworth.... 
Braker Rev. Joshua............ 1 1 O| Blackwell Cornelius, Avening.... 
Butt Mary, Bristol............. 010 6! Burnett Rey. N. T. Street....... 


coocooc 
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Cc I 
Cox Rev. John, Horsington.,.... 1 1 0 ‘Ireland T homas, Portsea.........1 1 0 
Carpenter Mrs. Beckington...... 1 1 0 K 
Cherry Rev. John, Wellington.... 4 1 0} Kingdon George, Frome.........1 1 0 
) Culverwell & Son, Messrs. Exeler 1 1 0} Livett Andrew, jun. Bristol......1 2 O 
) Chandler Rev. James, Wedmore.. 1 1 0 M @ 
) Caswell James, Baynton......... 010 Martin Rev. Thomas, Malmsbury...1 1 
) Coker Miss Frances............ 0 5 Moody Stephen, Frome...... A 
Cox Mrs. Fishponds.......... 1 1 Oj} Miall Richard, Plymouth Dock... 1 1 @ 
| D O 
Deane Rev. James, Chalford..... 1 1 0} Overbury Benj. Esq. Westbury... 1 1 0 
Daniell John, Hristol............ 1 1 0} Overbury Thomas, Nailsworth....1 1 0 
) Dunn William, Trowbridge....... 1 1 0} Oliver Rey. ‘Thomas, Bath.......1 1 0O 
Drayton George, Glocester....... P 
) Dansford James, Plymouth Dock . 1 1 0} Parsons Joseph, Laverton........1 1 O° 
iF | -| Protheroe Miss E. Bristol...... 
) Edwards T. Esq. Southampton.... 1 1 0} Puntis Henry, Portsea....... 
) 4 Edwards Mrs. jun. Southampton... 1 1 0 Phillips W. W. Bristol...... 1426 010 6 
Evans Mrs. Bristol.......... ..-. 2 2 O} Protheroe John, Esq. Bristol.....1 1 0. 
) Easthope John, London.......... 1 1 Oj} Parry John, 
) Evans William, Plymouth Dock... 1 1 0 R 
) F Rawlins James, Frome...... 
Foster John, Plymouth Dock ..... 1 1 ©} Russeil Rev. Hugh, Broughton... 1 1 0 
Freeman Mrs. London........... 1 1 O} Ralts William, Portsea...... 218) 
) Flint Rey. Thomas, Glocester..... 1 1 0} Roberts Rev. William, Shrewton.. 1 1 0 
Flint Abraham, Esq. Nailsworth.. 1 1 Roe Henry, Southampton........ 
0 G Ransford Mrs. ‘Thomas, Siapleton 1 1 0O 
Gill Rev. Richard, Loughwood.... 1 1 Rouse 1 0 
0 | Giles Rev. William, Lymington... 1 1 0) S 
0 Geard Thomas, Yevril.......... 1 1 Saunders John, Esq. Plymouth.... 14 1 O 
0 Godwin Mrs. Bristol............ 1 i O| Sheppard Menry, Esq. frome.... 1 1 O 
0 Gough Rev. Thos. Westbury Leigh 1 1 0|Sheppard J\l. Esq. Frome......1 1 O 
0 George Isaac, Blandford......... 1 1 0j|Sheppard Mrs, Frome....... ides 2 
0 H Skinner William, Esq. Bristol.... 1 1 O 
0 Horsey Rev. Richard, Taunton... 1 1 Oj} Smith John, Bath.............. 
Hart Samuel, Bradford.......... 1 1 O1Steck J. E. M.D. 
Hart John, Esq. Bristol....... T 
0 House Rev. P. Ashburton........ 1 1 Thomas Rev. Benjamin, Prescott 1 1 
0 Holloway Rev. John, Bristol..... 1 1 Tyler William, Bristol..... 
0 Humphrey Rev. Wm. Isle Abbotts 1. 1 ©} Turner Miss, Tewksbury......... 1 1 9 
0 Heskins John, Nailsworth........1 1 
J Hutchings Rev. John, Dudley.... 1 1 0} Viney Rev. James, Bridgewater.. 1 1 0 
Howell William, Frome.......... 1 1 0 W 
0 |] Haynes Richard, Esq. Westbury.. 1 1 ©| Willoughby Charles, Frome,..... 1 1 0 
0 Holland Peter, Esq. Bristol ..... 1 1 0| Williams Rev. James, Aingstanley 1 1 0 
0 Harris John, Bristot..........-- 1 1 O| Whittard Richard, Glocester..... i ane 
0 Horsey Mrs. Portsea.......2+e+- 1 1 O| Welstord George, Esq. Weymouth 1 1 O 
Horsey John, 1 1 0} Wilkins William, Dilton’s Marsh... 1 1 
DONATIONS AND LEGACIES. 
Dr. Ludlow, Bristol,a Legacy...20 0 (0, Friend by Mr. Shoveller........010 6 
Mrs. Kelson, Beckington........++ 10. Mr. Overbury, Bristol....... 
Friends at 6 6 Mrs. Weare, Ashton..... 
6 Provisional Fund, Shortwood..... 5 5 O| Mrs. Hodges, Ashton........... a te i 
0 Mrs, Head and Family, Bradford.10 O Friend by Mr. Shoveller........ aa 10 
0 A Member of the Church in Captain Burton, Bristol......... i 41.0 
0 Broadmead, Brislol........... 20 O Miss Kemp, Poole.......... 
0 A. Foulkes, Esq. Redlund..-.... 1 1 Q| John Evans, Bristol......... -+-» 010 6 
Parsons, 0 10 6. Friend by Mr. Shoveller........ 4 1 


Fuller, Printer, St. Augnstine’s Place, Bristol, 
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